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claim both publication and research resumes 
that are quite extensive, Dr. Lantigua has 
struck a remarkable balance between his pro-
fessional and civic life—this perhaps best evi-
denced by the numerous board memberships 
he has maintained over the years. Dr. 
Lantigua is cofounder and board chair of 
Alianza Dominicana, Inc., as well as board 
chair of the Northern Manhattan Coalition for 
Immigrant Rights. In addition, he has served 
on the boards of such organizations as the 
Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund, the Latino 
Commission on AIDS, the Puerto Rican/His-
panic Institute for the Elderly, the National His-
panic Leadership Agenda, and The Dorothy 
Blumberg Community Fund—just to name a 
few. 

Madam Speaker, I stand before you in rec-
ognition of a coalition builder in our commu-
nity; a man whom I have known and held in 
high regard for over three decades. In asking 
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to 
a true humanitarian in Dr. Rafael A. Lantigua, 
I do so not only on behalf of myself, but also 
on behalf of countless Latinos both in New 
York and in the Dominican Republic—women, 
men, and children whose lives Dr. Lantigua 
has in some way touched—and who look 
upon his career as a shining illustration of the 
myriad ways that Dominicans have enriched 
us all and become integral to American soci-
ety. 
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Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Kidney Disease Education Bene-
fits Act. As co-Chairman of the Congressional 
Kidney Caucus, I am proud to join with my fel-
low Kidney Caucus co-Chairman, Congress-
man JIM MCDERMOTT (D–WA) to introduce this 
important initiative. 

Each year, some 80,000 people are diag-
nosed with End-Stage Renal Disease. This 
stage of kidney disease occurs when the kid-
neys function at less than 10 percent and, as 
a result, are no longer able to maintain life. 
Patients with kidney disease require regular 
kidney dialysis treatments or a transplant to 
survive. Medicare pays for most renal patients 
at the cost of $20 billion a year, nearly 7 per-
cent of all Medicare expenditures, despite the 
fact that the kidney disease population rep-
resents just 1.1 percent of all Medicare pa-
tients. 

Complications associated with kidney dis-
ease are common, but can be reduced if ap-
propriate education is provided prior to the 
onset of renal failure. There are a number of 
steps chronic kidney disease patients can take 
to reduce renal failure and better prepare 
themselves for dialysis, including making life-
style changes, learning about renal replace-
ment options, and seeking a compatible kid-
ney donor. Medicare, however, does not pro-
vide coverage for education on nutrition, treat-
ment options, venous access, or transplant co-
ordination until after the patient has experi-
enced kidney failure and is already undergoing 
dialysis. 

To remedy this situation, we are introducing 
the Kidney Disease Education Benefits Act of 

2007 to make counseling available to patients 
before they begin dialysis. This is a top Na-
tional Kidney Foundation legislative priority. 
Our bill would provide reimbursement for an 
estimated $10 million per year for up to six 
educational sessions for Medicare patients. 
These sessions would be offered 1 year prior 
to kidney failure to help prevent renal failure, 
better prepare these patients for dialysis, and 
save Medicare costs that can be associated 
with complications resulting from renal failure. 

Kidney disease cannot be reversed, but, 
with appropriate education, its effects can be 
slowed, improving the quality of life for renal 
patients and reducing costs to taxpayers. I 
would like to thank Congressman MCDERMOTT 
for joining me in the fight against kidney dis-
ease. I look forward to working with him and 
my other colleagues on this important initia-
tive. 
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Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on Satur-
day, March 3rd, the Knox County Republican 
Executive Committee will honor George 
Barnes, one of its greatest leaders. 

George was born on September 21, 1923, 
in Sevier County, Tennessee, and graduated 
from Sevier County High School. 

He then graduated from the University of 
Tennessee and had a distinguished career at 
Robertshaw Controls Corp. for almost 40 
years. 

He was active in the Society for the Ad-
vancement of Management and the South 
Knoxville Optimist Club. He has been a mem-
ber of Meridian Baptist Church for over 50 
years. 

He has been a longtime member of the 
Knox County Republican Executive Committee 
and was president of the South Knoxville Re-
publican Club and chairman of the 27th Pre-
cinct. 

Senator Ben Atchley has credited George 
Barnes as being the person who talked him 
into staying in the legislature as long as he 
did. 

Some people get into politics only for them-
selves. George Barnes has unselfishly worked 
for almost all Republican candidates and office 
holders over his active career. 

Working alongside him and supporting him 
in every way has been his wife, Flo. They are 
the proud parents of two daughters, Elizabeth, 
a speech pathologist for the Oak Ridge 
Schools, and Jean, a lawyer in Brentwood. 

George Barnes is honest, ethical, hard-
working, patriotic, and above all else, kind. He 
has touched thousands of lives in good and 
positive ways. 

He is a truly great American and this Nation 
is a better place because of the life he has 
led. 

COMMENDING THE PASSING OF 
H.R. 556 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today, the U.S. 
House of Representatives unanimously 
passed H.R. 556, which reforms and modern-
izes the process by which the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States re-
views national security issues pertaining to for-
eign acquisitions. 

I commend the bipartisan House Financial 
Services Committee for putting together a 
strong bill that encourages and respects a 
general policy of openness toward foreign in-
vestment, but also protects our national secu-
rity from new threats in a post 9–11 world. 

This legislation makes clear that in review-
ing foreign government acquisitions of critical 
U.S. energy infrastructure, such as pipelines 
and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities, the 
United States will not turn a blind eye to for-
eign governments that use energy assets as a 
political, economic or foreign policy weapon. 

As the Committee’s report states, we expect 
‘‘. . . that acquisitions of U.S. energy compa-
nies or assets by foreign governments or com-
panies controlled by foreign governments—in-
cluding any instance in which such foreign 
government has used energy assets to inter-
fere with or influence policies or economic 
conditions in other countries in ways that 
threaten the national security of those coun-
tries—will be reviewed closely for their na-
tional security impact. If such acquisitions 
raise legitimate concerns about threats to U.S. 
national security, appropriate protections as 
set forth in the statute should be instituted in-
cluding potentially the prohibition of the trans-
action.’’ 

Unfortunately, recent actions on the part of 
the government of Russia demonstrate why 
such protections are needed. One need only 
ask officials in the Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, 
Georgia and many countries throughout Eu-
rope whether the Russian government— 
through its state-owned oil monopoly, Rosneft, 
and gas monopoly, Gazprom—uses its energy 
assets to ‘‘interfere with or influence policies 
or economic conditions’’ in their countries. If 
Gazprom or Rosneft tries to acquire critical 
energy infrastructure here in the United 
States, the CFIUS review process should 
carefully review the acquisition in order to de-
termine the impact on our own national secu-
rity, and I commend the bipartisan authors of 
this legislation for demanding nothing less. 

I commend the Financial Services Com-
mittee for recognizing that the reforms and 
procedures detailed in H.R. 556 ‘‘stand in 
stark contrast to actions taken by some for-
eign governments, where expropriations of as-
sets, often in the energy sector, have occurred 
arbitrarily, without justification, and without rec-
ompense for U.S. investors.’’ 

As many of my colleagues know, U.S. in-
vestors throughout the country lost approxi-
mately $6 billion when the Russian govern-
ment effectively re-nationalized Russia’s larg-
est privately-owned energy company, Yukos, 
and expropriated its assets without compensa-
tion to its owners or shareholders. 

Now, for the first time since the Russian 
government’s expropriation without compensa-
tion of Yukos, and President Vladimir Putin’s 
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